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Hillsides is a premier provider dedicated to improving the 
overall well-being and functioning of vulnerable children, 
youth, and their families. Our vision is to create lasting 
change in the lives of at-risk children and youth we serve. 
We provide high quality care, advocacy, and innovative 
services that promote safe, permanent environments 
where young people can thrive.

Family Resource Centers offer numerous community-
based programs and services that provide parenting 
classes, mental health support and additional crucial 
resources for vulnerable children and families throughout 
Los Angeles County, including the San Gabriel Valley 
and Pasadena.

Residential Treatment Services provide a safe and 
stable environment where children and youths, who 
cannot live at home, suffered trauma, or have severe 
emotional or behavioral challenges, can thrive. 

Education Center, a therapeutic residential and day 
school that offers individualized education for students 
with social-emotional, learning and/or behavior challenges 
for children in kindergarten through 12th grade.     

Youth Moving On provides youth formerly in foster 
care or probation with affordable quality housing and 
numerous support services to help them become 
responsible, self-sufficient adults.

Visit hillsides.org to learn more.



No one knows the heartache 
of not being able to read more 
than a little boy with a strong 
desire to master books but 
without the skill to decipher 
the words.

Marcell Jones, 11, was 
that boy. Embarrassed and 
ashamed, he would run away 
when someone asked him to 
read.

A unique reading program 
brings hope and success.  

This changed when two years 
ago, Marcell participated in a 
reading program at Hillsides 

Education Center, Reading 
Rocks!  There, he received 
intensive individualized reading 
intervention.  With one-on-one 
tutoring sessions several times 
a week, he quickly jumped up 
two grades in reading. 

Today, Marcell devours books 
on his twin passions, football 
and basketball, and he loves 
reading to his baby brother 
every night before bed.  Even 
more, he’s now a reading 
coach for two classmates, 
and is a class assistant for 
his teacher, helping fellow 
students read, write, and spell. 

What do you do when you can't read?

“It’s fun to build up other 
kids’ skills. It makes me 
feel more confident, too.” 
  — Marcell, 11

How can a child recover from the streets?
Donaly Marquez, a senior at 
Blair High School in Pasadena, 
grew up living on the streets 
with her mother, a drug addict, 
and two younger siblings.   

Never knowing where she 
would spend the night, Donaly 
and her family drifted from 
motel room to a garage to 
maybe a friend’s home.   As a 
toddler, she assumed the role 
of “mom,” changing diapers 
and finding food for her 
brother and sister because her 
mom couldn’t care for them.  

Caring adults heal the hurt 
and trauma. 

When she was 5, Donaly and 
her siblings were taken from 
their mother and placed in 

foster care.  They lived in a 
group home until they were 
adopted by a loving family, 
Sara and Ignacio Marquez.  

In elementary school, Donaly 
received counseling from 
Hillsides.  In high school, 
she returned once again to 
Hillsides for therapy.  Hillsides 
therapist Maria Lozano 
encouraged Donaly to try new 
things and get involved in the 
community. 

This fall, Donaly tried out for 
the Tournament of Roses 
Royal Court. From out of 1,000 
applicants, she was selected to 
be a Rose Princess, an honor 
she never could have imagined 
as child without a home or a 
family.

How can youth in foster care find jobs?

At age 20, Martin Corona 
was scared he’d wind up 
unemployed and homeless.  
He was about to age out of the 
foster care system, and didn’t 
know where he was going to 
live or how he would support 
himself.  

This young man found 
resources to get out of 
poverty. 

Martin solved his housing 
problem by moving into 
Hillsides Youth Moving On 
(YMO) housing program, 
which temporarily subsidized 
his rent until he could cover it. 

Next, Martin took advantage of 
a unique partnership between 
YMO, the Los Angeles Area 
Chamber of Commerce, and 
an initiative to hire youth into 
the grocery industry through 
a nonprofit called iFoster. He 
completed a series of job 
skills workshops, giving him 
access to some 600 jobs 
throughout Los Angeles, and 
landed a job at Ralphs.

Martin is no longer worried 
about the future. He’s able to 
pay rent, experience financial 
freedom, and concentrate on 
building a career at Ralphs.

"I'm grateful to be where 
I am right now.  I know now 
that I can make it on my 
own." 

—Martin, 20

“She helped me become 
more confident and positive.” 

— Donaly, 17  
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